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Faith, Hope, and Love: 
Remember What You Know

Author Paul (on behalf of Paul, Silas, and 
Timothy). Almost no disputes as to authentic 
Pauline authorship.

Date Written around 50 CE. One of the earliest (if not the earliest) Christian book/letter.

Context of writing Paul is writing from Corinth (about 350 miles away) after leaving 
Thessalonica due to riots associated with his initial preaching and ministry in the city. The 
letter would have been delivered and read to the Thessalonian church by a messenger, 
possibly Timothy.

• Modern day Thessaloniki in Greece
• 2,000 years ago and to this day, strategically located 

port city at the northernmost point of the Thermaic Gulf 
• Located on a major Roman highway (the Via Egnatia)
• Capital of Romeʼs second district, Macedonia. 
• A “free city” ruled by the emperor rather than local 

jurisdiction. This gave more political clout and authority 
to the city with a reputation as an important place in the 
empire.  

• Cosmopolitan city - coastal, imperial, loyal to the Roman empire 
• Population comprising of mostly Greek with a large influx of immigrants, including Jews 

from the Diaspora
• Religiously pluralistic - evidence of centers of worship to Dionysus (Greek), Isis, Osiris, 

and Serapis (Egyptian), Cabirus (Phrygian/Turkish) and the imperial cult.



the church

the letter

• The church in Thessalonica was probably planted 
during Paulʼs second journey as recorded in Acts 17. 
Acts describes Paulʼs preaching in Jewish synagogues 
but he is soon is chased out of town by some in the 
local Jewish community. 

• Paulʼs letter to the Thessalonian church is directed 
mainly at Gentiles, not Jews. The church in Thessalonica may have been started by the 
Gentile “people of peace” Paul connected with after the Jewish rejection of Paulʼs 
message recorded in Acts.

• Like most early churches, the church in Thessalonica probably met in a house or in 
various houses across the city.

• Paul, Silas, and Timothy stayed with the church in Thessalonica for some time - likely 
multiple months - working and living among the community and occasionally receiving 
financial support from the community.

Purpose 1 Thessalonians is a positive and exhortational 
letter. The purpose is to commend the church and remind 
them to stay the course which they began. Craig Blomberg 
writes that the first three chapters of the letter “form the 
single longest uninterrupted stretch of sustained praise for 
a given congregation in any of Paulʼs letters.”1 

The letter touches on issues that Paul taught to the church while he was with them, 
reminding them of what they have been taught and of the knowledge which is shaping their 
actions and ethos as a church. A few particular issues are addressed that have arisen in 
the community (like eschatology, the second coming of Christ), and Paul encourages the 
church to hold steadfast to the faith and hope that have been markers for their community. 

Theme Paul focuses on the three themes of faith, love, and hope, remembering the 
Thessalonians “works that come from faith, [their] effort that comes from love, and [their] 
perseverance that comes from hope” (1 Thessalonians 1:3). 

Paul recognizes these “not as human attributes but as gifts that spring from God alone. It is 
God who calls into faith, God who enables human love, and God toward whom hope is 
directed.”2 These themes arise throughout the letter and are form a central message of 
encouragement to the Thessalonian church.

1 Blomberg, 140.

2 Gaventa, 9.



resources

Outline3

1. Introduction (1:1-10)
a. Greetings (1:1)
b. Thanksgiving (1:2-10)

2. Paulʼs Concerns during and after his Ministry in Thessalonica (2:1-3:13)
a. Paulʼs ministry while still in Thessalonica (2:1-16)
b. Paulʼs feelings and actions since leaving Thessalonica (2:17-3:13)

3. Exhortations (4:1-5:28)
a. Moral living (4:1-12)
b. Questions about eschatology (4:13-5:11)
c. Final instructions (5:12-22)
d. Concluding prayers and greetings (5:23-28)

Connection Points 

• In the first century world, Thessalonica was a hotbed of “social and cultural influence,”4 
not unlike Los Angeles. As you read Thessalonians, what are some of the advantages 
and challenges of living in a city like the one Paul addresses? What are the realities of 
living in Los Angeles that are similar? 

• The Thessalonian church is commended for their faithfulness in the midst of their urban 
surroundings. What areas has Kairos been faithful to our city, and where can we grow in 
this area? 

• When Paul writes about his own life, itʼs a life that he encourages the Thessalonians to 
imitate. Is your life worth imitating?

• Paulʼs letter is one of encouragement and affirmation. Are we telling the stories of new life 
and growth in our community? Are we encouraging each other to continue in direction 
weʼve sensed God leading our community?

Reading Strategies 1 Thessalonians is a short letter - just 5 chapters long. Read it several 
times all the way through using different translations. Read it silently and then read it out 
loud, thinking about what you pick up on hearing the letter and not just read the letter. Pray 
through the letter, asking God to guide your thoughts and responses to the words you read. 
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